
Bristol Bay Fishermen’s Association (formerly AIFMA) May 2016     

ello Fellow Bristol Bay Fishermen, 

   After fifty years AIFMA has changed its name to the 
Bristol Bay Fishermen’s Association (BBFA). The new 
name more accurately describes who we are, where we fish, 

and the fact that we are organized. We trust that our fishery and our 
association will succeed for the next fifty years. 

   AIFMA was incorporated in 1966 in the State of Alaska as a non-
profit corporation. The Association has operated under the protec-
tion of the Fishermen’s Cooperative Act. The BBFA will operate 
under the same articles of incorporation and bylaws.  

   A half century later much has changed in our fishery, however, 
our basic economic structure is unchanged.  

   The certain need for fishermen to be professionally represent-
ed in a number of areas is clear. (See page 7.)  

   The bottom line is that when bad things happen to our fishing 
business, it is way too late to fix them. Our members pay dues for 
an organization to look out for their businesses. 

A Bit of History 
   AIFMA was incorporated seven years prior to the passing of the 
limited entry law that designated Area T. The board at the time saw 
no reason to limit the organization to only Bristol Bay, and had 
members who fished in different areas of Alaska. The word 
“independent” noted that the group represented those fishermen 
who owned their own boats and no longer were employees of the 
processing companies.  

   The limited entry law sealed the deal by giving fishermen legal 
rights to fish commercially, with a permit license, and fishermen 
said goodbye to being employees of the company. The new group 
of independent fishermen in AIFMA was able to negotiate the price 
of fish and poundage limits legally under the law. 1982 marked an 
end to AIFMA’s negotiating era. 
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Introducing: Bristol Bay 
Fishermen’s Association 

BFA welcomes our newest board member Ev-
erett Thompson of Naknek. Here are some of 
his thoughts and background. 

   My name is Everett Thompson. I am 40 years old. I 
have fished Bristol Bay every season, all season, since 
the age of seven. I live in Naknek and I am a new 
BBFA board member, taking over Fred Pike’s posi-
tion.   

   I have served on several boards including BBEDC, 
Naknek Tribal Council and have been on our local fish 
and game advisory committee for over six years. I am 
currently one of the co-chairs on the committee. 

   I have been very active in the Pebble fight since 2004 
and have worked with most, if not all Anti-Pebble 
groups since then. I have traveled twice to London to 
fight Anglo over our amazing resource and have spent 
thousands of my own dollars to ensure that our fish are 
protected and our water quality isn't degraded. This 
fight is not over and I will continue to work hard for 
our renewable resources in Bristol Bay. 

  I hope that you can also have confidence in me since I 
have been to Juneau several times as a proponent for 
our fish, know several Legislators fairly well and am 
on good terms. I also have some of my original artwork 
in Bristol Bay's own Bryce Edgmon's office, a whale-
bone mask depicting Bristol Bay.   

   As we "head out of the river" as Bristol Bay fisher-
man we're going to experience all sorts of weather. If 
we have any problems along the way, it is good to have 
friends to help out when we need it.   

   I am hoping that the Bristol Bay Fisherman's As-
sociation can help unite us in the coming years.   

   When we build up our ex-vessel prices we put anoth-
er nail in the coffin of Pebble through our fisheries eco-
nomics, and let us be progressive along the way.   

   I think together we can do great things for the fleet.   

Everett Thompson, F/V Northern Flyer 

Everett Thompson Joins the 
BBFA Board 

Mikal Mathisen 

Darryl Pope  

Everett Thompson  

George Wilson 

BBFA Annual Meeting 
Date: Friday, June 10th 

Time: 5:00 p.m. (Pizza)      5:30 p.m. (Meeting) 

Naknek Village Council Building, Dolly’s Hall 

(1/2 block towards Naknek Airport from Fishermen’s Bar) 
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Bristol Bay Processor  
Capacity 
   The 2016 Bristol Bay sockeye 
salmon processing capacity survey 
had a 100% response rate from the 
12 processing companies surveyed 
before the March 2, 2016 deadline.   

   The results of this survey found 
the 2016 Bristol Bay sockeye 
salmon total intended purchases is 
approximately 6.0 million fish 
higher than the forecast harvest of 
29.5 million fish. The survey esti-
mated a maximum daily harvest 
capacity of 2.6 million fish per day 
which could be sustained for ap-
proximately 17 days.  

Long Haul Tenders 
   Of the 12 companies surveyed, 3 
reported that they will provide 
long-haul tender services, but only 
2 provided an estimate of their 
long-haul tender capacity. The 
mean date that the companies ex-
pect to have their tenders available 
is June 30, 2016.  

Ugashik 
   Out of the 12 companies sur-
veyed, 9 of the companies reported 
that their companies intend to op-
erate in the Ugashik District in 
2016. Of the 9 companies that in-
tend to purchase sockeye in the 
Ugashik District, 4 intend to pur-
chase more salmon than in 2015.  

 

Harvest and Capacity 
Japan Comes on Strong for 
Alaskan Sockeye 
   A strong demand for Alaskan sockeye 
has developed in Japan as other salmon 
inventories dwindle. 

   Failure of local Japanese salmon fisheries 
is leading to a big boost in Alaskan sock-
eye imports.  

   For the current salmon year (May 2015 to 
April 2016) Japan's domestic fall chum 
season has been poor, and the supply of 
farmed coho from Northern Japan has also 
declined. 

   Meanwhile, Alaskan sockeye imports are 
up 320% over the prior year for the Octo-
ber-December period. 

   Industry buyers expect these strong ship-
ment levels to continue through March at 
levels substantially higher than last year, as 
the salmon inventory situation in Japan will 
be cleared prior to the new season. 

   Imports of Chilean coho also increased 
during this period, and are expected to con-
tinue. However, the recent algae bloom in 
Chile has also cut coho production, which 
may impact Japan's salmon supply later in 
the year, and could also be a positive de-
velopment for Alaskan sockeye.  

   The overall supply of salmon in Japan in 
2015/16 is predicted to be somewhat above 
a year before… 

John Sackton, Seafoodnews.com, 
3/17/16 

Wild Side Salmon 
   The Bristol Bay Development Fund (BBDF), 
a subsidiary of BBNC, and Naknek Family 
Fisheries, based out of Naknek, are forming a 
new 50-50% partnership called Wild Side Salm-
on, LLC. 

   Naknek Family Fisheries has been owned and 
operated by Bristol Bay entrepreneur Izetta 
Chambers and her family members since 2006.  

   The new business will continue to use the 
Naknek Family Fisheries brand. BBDF invest-
ment dollars will be used to upgrade the exist-
ing fish plant facility, build an employee bunk-
house, and provide operating capital. 

BBFA Ballot of Issues YES NO 

BBFA members were mailed a ballot of issues this winter.  
Here are some of the results. 

  

1. I support continued funding of the Bristol Bay RSDA. 50% 50% 

2. I support price mediation for Bristol Bay fishermen. 82% 18% 

Comments: 
 We can’t be fishing on open tickets anymore because we lose (ownership and control) in 

price negotiating.  

 I am an independent businessman/fisherman. I will never allow someone else to represent 
me or speak on my behalf to negotiate with my processor.  

 I think it would be a good idea if AIFMA got behind any effort to mediate price.  

 Change your name to Bristol Bay Fishermen’s Association. 

 Please work on establishing a legitimate price be recorded on the ADF&G fish ticket. 

2016 ADF&G Bristol Bay Sockeye Salmon Forecast   
 Millions of Sockeye Salmon (Forecasted Production by Age Class) 

DISTRICT 
River 

1.2 2.2 1.3 2.3 Total Escapement 

NAKNEK-KVICHAK 

Kvichak 4.30 6.09 1.25 1.06 12.69 6.34 5.87 

Alagnak 1.78 0.07 3.73 0.15 5.72 2.86 2.65 

Naknek 0.94 1.44 1.41 0.98 4.76 1.40 3.18 

Total 7.02 7.59 6.38 2.18 23.17 10.61 11.71 

EGEGIK 0.30 3.12 0.50 3.49 7.41 1.40 5.74 

UGASHIK 3.67 0.48 .54 0.26 4.95 0.95 3.82 

NUSHAGAK 

Wood 4.91 0.16 2.38 0.08 7.53 1.25 6.00 

Igushik 0.13 0.02 0.93 0.01 1.00 0.28 0.77 

Nushagak 0.14 0.00 1.48 0.00 1.74 0.64 1.04 

Total 5.17 0.19 4.78 0.10 10.36 2.16 7.82 

TOGIAK 0.12 0.02 0.49 0.02 0.66 0.20 0.44 

TOTAL 16.28 11.47 12.7 6.05 46.55 15.31 29.52 

% by Age Class 35% 25% 27% 13% 100%   
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Salmon Markets Face Lower 
Supplies 
    A downward shift in supplies of salm-
on could boost demand for Alaska fish. If 
that basic rule holds true, prices could 
move out of the basement. 

  “So the starting point if you want to see 
what’s happening with fish prices look at 
supply and demand. But lots of things are 
always going on with supply and demand 
which makes it complicated. So, if you 
want to know what’s going on with sup-
ply, you have to look at how much was 
produced in Alaska and how much our 
competitors produce.” says Gunnar 
Knapp, fisher ies economist and direc-
tor of the Institute of Social and Econom-
ic Research at the University of Alaska/
Anchorage.  

   “What happens in commodity markets, 
whether it’s salmon or oil, a small imbal-
ance between supply and demand can 
cause a big change in price. Especially if 
the amount that people want is not that 
price sensitive. If the world only wants a 
certain number of sockeye salmon fillets,  
or canned sockeye salmon in half pound 
cans, and you overproduce then the price 
can fall a long, long way quickly before 
things come into balance, or vice versa.”  

   Some balance appears to be in the of-
fing. Alaska’s projected salmon harvest 
of 161 million fish is down 40 percent 
from last season due to an off year for 
pinks. 

   Bristol Bay’s sockeye forecast of just 
under 30 million is well below harvests of 
the past two years. That helps remove 
backlogs of reds, which are moving brisk-
ly through markets. A prime example: 
Sockeye exports to Japan, which is endur-
ing local fishery failures, surged 320 per-
cent at the end of last year and demand is 
expected to remain strong. 

   US West Coast salmon fisheries will be 
practically non-existent this year. 

   In terms of farmed salmon supplies 
from Chile, our largest importer – a toxic 
algae bloom had killed 25 million fish at 
45 farms by late March and production is 
way off expectations. 

   And Norway, the world’s biggest fish 
farmer, is dealing with fish losses from 
lice. Sea lice costs the farmed fish indus-
try a half billion dollars each year… 

Fish Radio, Laine Welch, 4/19/16 

Markets and Prices 

2015 Drift Gillnet Earnings and Catch Report 
CFEC Preliminary Numbers (Earnings based on $0.48/lb.)  

Quartiles (CFEC) 
  

# Permits 
(1,545) 

Est. Average 
Catch/permit 

Est. Average Gross 
Earnings/permit 

 1 (25% of earnings) 184  226,575 lbs. $108,756 

 2 (25% of earnings) 271  153,827 lbs. $  73,837 

 3 (25% of earnings) 364 114,433 lbs. $  54,928 

 4 (25% of earnings) 
 

726  
(May include “D” permits) 

  57,358 lbs. $  27,532  

Fleetwide Average 2015 
2014  
2013 
2012 
2011 

107,879 lbs. 
91,172 lbs. 
56,696 lbs. 
68,637 lbs. 
74,998 lbs. 

$  51,782 
$105,298 
$ 85,685 
$ 77,954 
$ 86,325 

Dual permits (ADF&G):  2015: 309         2014: 311           2013: 304             2012: 310 
 

Total pounds represented in this table for 2015:   164,974,143 lbs. 

Bristol Bay Sockeye 
Wholesale Prices (Sept-Dec) 

2014 2013  2012  2011 2015 

H&G Frozen $3.26/lb. $4.23/lb. $2.90/lb. $3.22/lb. $2.51/lb. 

Fillet Frozen $7.19/lb. $7.23/lb. $5.46/lb. $4.99/lb. $5.24/lb. 

Canned/Tall/48 cans $184.07/cs $235.15/cs $193.24/cs $180.98/cs $124.49/cs 

Canned/Halves/48 cans $98.67/cs $119.89/cs $102.99/cs $ 98.63/cs $69.00/cs 

Roe $6.44/lb. $8.56/lb. $8.09/lb. $7.39/lb. $4.26/lb. 

Ex-vessel prices $1.29 $1.61 $1.18 $1.17 $  .49 

Sources: Whole Prices (Alaska Salmon Price Report)                         Ex-vessel prices (ADF&G)            

2015 Bristol Bay Ex-Vessel Salmon Prices 
Processor *Sockeye 

Base Price/lb. 

RSW/
lb. 

Additional adjustments: 

Copper River  $ .75*   Price includes: Chilling (15¢) and Bleeding (10¢) 
required for all fish;  
July 26 price: $1.00/lb. (chilled, bled, floated) 

Leader Creek $ . 60 ** **15¢ for best fish (under 39° and less than 500 
pound brailers.) 
5¢ for bled fish; 2¢ for salmon slide 
Total 82¢  
Sockeye base price after July 16: Extra 15¢/
pound 

Alaska General 
Seafoods  

$ .50  $.15    

Icicle $ .50  $.15    

North Pacific 
Seafoods/Red 
Salmon 

$ .50  $.15   

Ocean Beauty $ .50 $.15     

Peter Pan $ .50 $.15    

Silver Bay  $ .50 $.15  Floating: 5¢;  Bleeding: 5¢ 

Trident $ .50 $.15  5¢:  Over 100,000 lbs.     10¢: Over 250,000 lbs.    
8¢:  Over 150,000 lbs.       

*Prices collected from fishermen by BBFA.  
 Please contact office if you have more information or to make a correction. 



Bristol Bay Report  Page 4 

Politics, Regulations and More 

(360) 659-5415 

E-mail:  

james@kinemat
icsmarine.com 

Alaska Regulatory & Political 
Issues Matter 
Bristol Bay and Area M Board of 
Fish Hearings 
   The BBFA sent representatives to partic-
ipate in the Bristol Bay and Area M Board 
of Fisheries (BOF) hearings this winter. 
During the Bristol Bay BOF hearings the 
BBFA supported the permit stacking pro-
posal with written and oral testimony. It 
failed.  

   We will continue to make efforts to pass 
this proposal through an ACR or at the 
next board cycle. It is clear that making 
the fleet more valuable will lay a path for-
ward, much the same way the halibut fleet 
did years ago by adopting a quota system.  

Regulatory Changes: 

 Blue cards must be dropped before 
going fishing—the June 25th rule was 
repealed.  

 When fishing as a dual permit opera-
tion, both CFEC permit numbers and 
signatures of the permitholders will be 
recorded on fish tickets when fish are 
delivered. 

 The outer section of Port Heiden was 
reopened for the Area M fleet. We ex-
pect the harvest in this area to in-
crease and Ugashik and Egegik to feel 
the bite. 

   Read the 2016 ADF&G Bristol Bay Out-
look for more information.  
www.adfg.alaska.gov/static/applications/
dcfnewsrelease/650190311.pdf 

 
Governor  Walkers Moves CFEC 
into ADF&G 
   There is legal evidence that the Alaska 
Governor violated Alaska law when he 
signed an administrative order to move the 
CFEC into ADF&G. This is very concern-
ing to fishermen who own Alaska limited 
entry permits. SE seiner Bob Thorstensen 
has filed a complaint with the court to ob-
ject. UFA has signed on to the complaint. 
BBFA is a member of UFA and we sup-
port this effort.  

Complaint #: IJU-16-569 CI 

Alaska Legislature 
   BBFA opposed HB 366—the “Permit 
Banking Bill”—on the basis that it violat-
ed Alaska constitutional law and interstate 
commerce law. This bill did not make it 
out of committee. 

   A new fishermen’s tax on salmon 
harvest is still being considered in the 
Alaska legislature as this newsletter 
goes to press. 

 

Pollution Insurance Cover-
age: Think you don’t need it?   
Think again!    
   Any vessel owner can 
be held strictly liable 
for damages related to a 
spill and related clean-
up costs, including natural resource 
damages, as well as fines and penalties 
in the event of an oil or fuel spill. 

   Vessels under 300 GRT are not re-
quired to carry Certificates of Financial 
Responsibility evidencing proof of 
ability to pay these damages, BUT 
these vessels still have to pay, if they 
spill or discharge pollutants. 

   Pollution Insurance Coverage under 
the BBFA insurance program includes: 

 Low-cost coverage with premiums 
based on vessel’s gross registered 
tonnage. 

 Payment for third party representa-
tive to work on vessel owner’s be-
half to coordinate with State and 
U.S. officials, ensuring clean-up is 
performed efficiently and econom-
ically while mitigating vessel own-
er’s exposure to potential fines and 
penalties which may result from 
incident. 

 Payment for damages, fines and/or 
penalties which may be assessed 
under State and U.S. law. 

 Payment for spill clean-up costs. 

   We believe all vessel owners with 
vessels, small or large, cannot afford to 
go without Pollution Insurance Cover-
age. That is why this is included as part 
of the BBFA insurance program.  

   For further information about the 
program, please contact Ian Blackburn, 
Kirk Johansen or Debbie Johnson at 
North Star Insurance Services at (206) 
285-4655 or (800) 605-4655.  

BBEDC Ice Barges Update 
   BBEDC's two ice barges, the Bristol 
Maid and the Bristol Lady will be in 
service for the 2016 fishing season.   

   The Bristol Maid will be located in 
the Nushagak off of Clarks Point and 
the Bristol Lady will be located at the 
Y in Naknek. Pricing for 2016 is $250/
ton. 

Pebble Mine Hearings in 
Wash. D.C. 
   The Pebble Mine may be starting to 
fade in many fishermen’s minds. How-
ever, here’s a quote from a recent arti-
cle in Alaska Dispatch News,  “But the 
fate of the massive gold, copper and 
molybdenum deposit in Southwest 
Alaska remains unknown, despite more 
than a decade of discussion, scientific 
and legal review and ongoing interven-
tion by the agency’s opponents in Con-
gress.” 

   We absolutely need to remain vigi-
lant and continue to respond in this ep-
ic campaign to protect  the watersheds 
of Bristol Bay.  

http://www.nsis.biz/
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 Sam Cotten, ADF&G Commissioner’s Response to Mediation 
Dear Mr. Sabo, 

   I have reviewed the petition and associated materials you provided requesting the 
State of Alaska intervene as a mediator in matters related to price paid for salmon in 
Bristol Bay in 2015 and to develop new laws and regulations that would dictate how 
ex-vessel price for salmon is determined.  

   Similar to many in the fishing industry, I was surprised by the unexpected drop in 
sockeye salmon prices that occurred between the 2014 and 2015 fishing seasons.  

   This price decrease hurts both fishermen and Alaska’s tax revenue base. During 
the past several months I have seen presentations by economists and salmon market 
experts indicating that the price decline was, at least in part, due to a number of 
factors including currency values, cold storage holdings of salmon, canned salmon 
inventory, the availability of cheap farmed salmon as a market competitor, and the 
Russian embargo on US seafood products.  

   As you mentioned in your letter, Alaska Statute 16.10.280 provides a potential for State of Alaska involvement in price disputes 
and states “In an area where a price dispute exists between at least one-third of the registered commercial fishermen for that area, as 
estimated by the Department of Fish and Game on the basis of information available to the department, and fish processors on the 
price to be paid for salmon, and no agreement has been reached up to 120 days before the opening of the salmon fishing season in 
that area, a representative from the Department of Labor and Workforce Development shall intervene as mediator of the dispute up-
on request of either party.”  

   Currently there are 2,838 registered Bristol Bay salmon limited entry permit holders. The list of petition signatories you provided 
contains 1,175 names of which 426 are registered Bristol Bay salmon limited entry permit holders. This does not meet the “one-third 
of the registered commercial fishermen for that area” standard required under AS 16.10.280. Because the petition you provided does 
not meet the criteria for action, I can’t recommend the Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development intervene as a me-
diator in these matters.  

   With regard to your request that the State of Alaska draft and implement new laws and regulations dictating how salmon ex-vessel 
prices are set, I believe this level of government intervention in the market is not practical or even possible, legally. However, the 
State of Alaska does support increasing the value of Alaska’s fisheries in many other ways, including prioritizing sustainable man-
agement and quality research by ADF&G, and through the Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute’s (ASMI) efforts to promote Alas-
ka’s fisheries in the U.S. and overseas, develop new markets, introduce people to our quality seafood, and increase awareness of the 
Alaska seafood brand.  

I understand ASMI has been holding town hall meetings to connect with stakeholders on improving the value of our Alaska fisheries 
and there will be one held in Naknek this June. Please contact Tyson Fick, ASMI Communications Director, at 907-465-5560 or 
tfick@alaskaseafood.org for details.  

   Your concerns have been voiced to me by a number of other fishermen and I am sympathetic to them. I will continue to monitor 
this issue and have briefed the governor on this matter. Thank you for the continued dialogue with the department.  

Respectfully,   

Sam Cotten, ADF&G Commissioner 

   Erick Sabo, a BBFA member, spearheaded 
the effort to gather signatures this winter to 
request that the State of Alaska to mediate 
prices between Bristol Bay fishermen and the 
processors. 

   426 signatures were gathered, but over 900 
signatures were needed to qualify for media-
tion.  

   Here is the letter that was sent to Erick 
about the issue from ADF&G Commission 
Sam Cotten. 

Since 1978 new deck gear, old deck gear repaired  
Flush decks, RSW install, repowers or a new fishing boat call Maritime.   

LaConner Maritime Service 
LaConner Washington 

360.466.3629  

Naknek—In Season  
Ralph’s Road Naknek 

907.246.6644  
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he Bristol Bay fleet is ques-
tioning whether or not to con-
tinue to fund the Bristol Bay 
RSDA.  

   The BBFA wanted to take the oppor-
tunity in this newsletter to publish opin-
ions, pro and con, on whether to contin-
ue the tax. 

   The RSDA was asked to submit an 
article in support of continued fund-
ing. They declined to do so, but in-
stead directed fishermen to find out 
about the RSDA’s efforts on their web 
page at www.bbrsda.com.  

   Since the RSDA was formed in 2005, 
Bristol Bay salmon fishermen have 
been taxed at a rate of one percent of 
the value of their catch.  

   The BBRSDA web page states that it 
is working to: 

 Advance the quality and market-
success of Bristol Bay salmon; 

 Address fishery-related infrastruc-
ture requirements in the Bristol 
Bay region; and 

 Create research and education pro-
grams to ensure long-term success 
of the world’s largest and most val-
uable salmon fishery. 

Why I Do Not Support Continued Funding of the BBRSDA 
   The largest expense every year by the BBRSDA is the money spent on the organization 
itself.  Each year the BBRSDA will spend over 30% on administrative expenses. In 2016, 
$474,423 will be spent on salaries, board meetings and related travel. 

   In its five-year plan, the BBRSDA identifies five strategies to increase the value of our 
fishery: quality, research, marketing, sustainability, and strengthening of the organization.   

   Marketing has been the biggest recent focus, and most of the marketing money, with the 
exception of 2016, was spent on travel, professional services or payroll. For example, in 
2014, $209,435 was budgeted, but only $40,000 was directed to outside marketing pro-
posals, and in 2015, only $100,000 of a $327,839 budget was directed to outside market-
ing projects. In 2016, the marketing budget increased to more than $1 million dollars, 
with $800,000 allocated toward outside projects.   

   BBRSDA’s marketing budget does not make any sense. First, the BBRSDA does not 
own or control any product to market. Second, and more importantly, the processors do 
not want the BBRSDA to market or brand Bristol Bay salmon. For several years the 
BBRSDA paid Northern Economics to survey processors, asking what they believed was 
the most important project(s) for the BBRSDA.  

   The processors clearly indicated marketing was the least important strategy. An 
ASMI representative recently stated the BBRSDA’s efforts to market and brand Bristol 
Bay salmon would be a complete waste of money. Until at least one major processor joins 
in BBRSDA’s marketing campaign to brand and market Bristol Bay products, the 
BBRSDA should not be spending any money on marketing.   

   Even the best BBRSDA projects, like anti-pebble mine campaigns and genetic research 
studies are severely crippled by regulations prohibiting lobbying and price negotiation. 
The fight against Pebble Mine brought significant recognition to Bristol Bay salmon and 
the region. But, the BBRSDA was walking a legal tightrope on the prohibition against us-
ing funds for lobbying.  

   Along with recent leadership turmoil within the BBRSDA and the subsequent election 
of one of the most outspoken pro-pebble mine fisherman to be President of the BBRSDA, 
the association’s anti-Pebble campaign has been significantly curtailed. Similarly, due to 
politics, the genetic studies did not produce any benefit for Bristol Bay permit holders.    

   As much as the BBRSDA might be thought of as a strong voice for the Bristol Bay drift 
fleet, this notion is fantasy. Despite all of the money and support the BBRSDA has pro-
vided for fisheries management, quality programs, and sustainability, the BBRSDA is not 
allowed to receive or ask for anything in return that might be considered negotiating a 
price or lobbying. As such, the BBRSDA is limited to being a pot of money for those to 
feed.   

   We should vote, and we should vote to eliminate the 1% tax which supports the 
BBRSDA.                                                                                         Erick Sabo, F/V Alsatia 

Bristol Bay RSDA—One Percent Tax, or Not 

Bristol Bay RSDA Member  
Meeting 
Saturday, June 11th 
Naknek 
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Bristol Bay Fishermen’s Association (BBFA) 

BBFA is a 501(C)(5) non-profit association incorporated in Alaska and democratically 
run by its Board of Directors and membership. BBFA is an advocate for the interests of 
Bristol Bay fishermen.  

BBFA works to protect Bristol Bay Fishermen's businesses: 

Legal pursuits 

Lobbying efforts  

United Fishermen of Alaska membership 

Alaska Board of Fish regulatory process. 

Offers an excellent marine insurance program. 

E-mail updates, newsletters and Facebook page.  

Property owner at Leader  Creek in Naknek.
 

Protecting the Bristol Bay Watershed and Salmon: 
    Worked to gain permanent protection from oil and gas development in the Bering Sea/

Bristol Bay. 

Work to protect the Bristol Bay watershed from large scale open-pit mining. 

Worked to protect Bristol Bay salmon from capture in the Russian EEZ. 
 

BBFA’s mission is to 
protect the renewable 
salmon resource and 

promote economic  
sustainability for 

commercial salmon 
permitholders in Bristol 

Bay, Alaska. 

Boat Name 

Member’s Name (Please Print) Date                                                 

Address Phone Number 

City                State                                                 Zip Code 

Processor E-mail Address 

BBFA dues include: 
  ●  Regular issues of the BBFA newsletter  

  ●  Pacific Fishing Magazine subscription  

  ●  E-mail news list for breaking news and  
       information updates 
                  

 

 

  Charge to my:  
            VISA                              Mastercard 

Credit Card # Expiration Date 

  
          Paid Check     Check #  

      
        Paid Cash 

Signature  

               I hereby authorize and direct the above mentioned processor to deduct from my account   $_________   BBFA dues and  
             other fees shown above and remit the same to the Secretary-Treasurer of BBFA for payment of these fees.  

BBFA members have several options for payment: Credit Card, Check, Cash or Check-off form with cooperating processors. 

Total Payment 

  

$ _________ 

  Full Membership Dues                   $ 300  

  Associate Member Dues                     $ 300  

  Setnet Membership Dues (1/2 vote)     $ 150 

  Supporting Membership                 $ 100  

  Crewmember Membership                $   75  

Bristol Bay Fishermen’s Association              P.O. Box 60131, Seattle, WA 98160             Phone/Fax (206) 542-3930 
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Bristol Bay Report 

   BBFA’s insurance program is administered by North Star Insur-
ance Services. This program is exclusive to BBFA members. The 
cost of running our operations has escalated over the years from fuel 
and gear to maintenance of our vessels. Keeping you and your vessel 
adequately insured to cover you for any unforeseen accidents or 
liabilities is paramount as all associated costs with an accident, also 
rise each year.  

Highlights of North Star’s program are:  

 Exclusive pricing for BBFA members 

 Excess Collision Liability included at no extra cost  

 Limited Catch Cover 

 Pollution Liability providing full OPA90 (oil pollution) and CERCLA (non oil pollutants)  

 No Claims Bonus: r eturning 7.5%  of the premium paid over  three years.  

For full details of this new program please contact North Star Insurance LLC by phone a
(206) 285-4655 or by email. 

Ian Blackburn:  
iblackburn@nsis.biz 

Debbie Johnson:  
djohnson@nsis.biz 

Kirk Johanson:  
kjohanson@nsis.biz 

 

President: David Harsila 

Vice President: Matt Hakala 

Sec./Treasurer: Bob Bonanno 

 Bruce Jolma    

Fred Marinkovich 

Mikal Mathisen             

Darryl Pope 

Everett Thompson 

George Wilson 

Business Manager: Janis Harsila 

The Bristol Bay Report is  
published by the: 

 
Bristol Bay Fishermen’s  

Association 

Editor:  Janis Harsila 

Membership Dues — $300 

Setnet Dues (1/2 vote)—$150 

Associate Member Dues — $300 

Supporting Member—$100 

Crewmember Dues — $75 

Dues Include: 

 Free subscription to        
       Pacific Fishing Magazine 

E-mail: bbfa@seanet.com 

www.bristolbayfishermen.org 
(under construction) 
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